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SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT NOON PRESS BRIEFING: REMARKS ON 
SIMONS’ EXPULSION FROM INDIA 

AT JULY 1 NOON PRESS BRIEEING, FOLLOWING EXCHANGE TOOK 
PLACE BETWEEN DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN AND JOURNALIST.REGARDING 
ING EXPULSION OF WASHINGTON POST REPORTER LEW SIMONS EROM 
INDIA EARLIER IN DAY: 

QUESTION: HAVE YOU ANY COMMENT ON THE EXPULSION OF THE 
WASHINGTON POST CORRESPONDENT EROM INDIA? 
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ANSWER: YES. IN NEW DELHI, THE U.S. EMBASSY EXPRESSED 
OUR STRONG REGRET REGARDING THE EXPULSION OF WASHINGTON 
POST CORRESPONDENT LEWIS SIMONS. ON JUNE 26TH, OUR CHARGE 
EXPRESSED THE SERIOUS CONCERN OE THE U.S. GOVERNMENT ABOUT 
MR. SIMONS' THEN POSSIBLE EXPULSION WITH THE INDIAN EOREIGN 
SECRETARY. 

ON JUNE 30TH, ALTER THE INDIANS HAD GIVEN MR. SIMONS ONLY 
24 HOURS TO LEAVE THE COUNTRY, OUR POLITICAL COUNSELOR 
EXPRESSED THE STRONG REGRET OE THE U.S. GOVERNMENT REGARD- 
ING THE INDIAN GOVERNMENT'S ACTION. 

HERE IN WASHINGTON, THE DEPARTMENT THIS MORNING HAS 
OEFICIALLY PROTESTED WITH THE INDIAN EMBASSY THE 
EXPULSION OF MR. SIMONS FROM INDIA. 

QUESTION: BOB, WHAT IS OUR REGRET AND PROTEST BASED ON? 

I MEAN, WHAT IS IT THAT WE OBJECT TO BESIDES HIS REMOVAL? 

ANSWER: AS I BELIEVE AMBASSADOR ANDERSON MADE CLEAR LAST 
WEEK, WE REGRET ANY ABRIDGEMENT OF THE FREEDOM OE THE 
PRESS, WHEREVER IT MAY OCCUR. 

QUESTION: YOU KNOW, BOB, WITH SOME COUNTRIES THERE'S 
KIND OF A RECIPROCITY WHEN THIS KIND OE THING HAPPENS. 

IS THAT GOING TO OCCUR IN THIS INSTANCE? IS SOME INDIAN 
CORRESPONDENT GOING TO BE KICKED OUT OE THE UNITED STATES? 

ANSWER: I DO NOT THINK WE USUALLY ENGAGE IN THAT KIND 
OE A MEASURE. 

QUESTION: WELL, WE HAVE WITH THE RUSSIANS, EOR EXAMPLE. 

ANSWER: IT IS NOT CONTEMPLATED WITH INDIA, I DO NOT 
BELIEVE. 

QUESTION: HAVE ANY OTHER AMERICAN CORRESPONDENTS BEEN 
WARNED THAT THEY RISK EXPULSION IP THEY CONTINUE TO 
WRITE? 
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ANSWER: I DO NOT KNOW THE ANSWER TO THAT QUESTION. 
QUESTION: IN ADDITION - 

QUESTION: HAVE WE SAID ANYTHING ABOUT THAT? 

QUESTION: EXCUSE ME. 
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QUESTION: NO. GO AHEAD. 

QUESTION: HAVE WE SORT OE SUGGESTED TO THE INDIANS THAT 
THEY DON'T REPEAT THIS? I DON'T THINK THEY'RE TOO EOND 
OE THE NEW YORK TIMES' CORRESPONDENT EITHER. HE SEEMS 
TO EILE CRITICAL REPORTS PROM TIME TO TIME. 

ANSWER: I THINK THROUGH OUR ACTIONS THE INDIAN GOVERNMENT 
UNDERSTANDS VERY WELL OUR ATTITUDE ABOUT ABRIDGEMENT OF 
THE PRESS FREEDOM AND EXPULSION OP AMERICAN 
CORRESPONDENTS. 

QUESTION: IN ADDITION TO WHAT HAPPENED TO MR. SIMONS, ARE 
YOU IN THE MOOD TO TALK IN GENERAL TERMS ABOUT WHAT'S 
HAPPENING IN INDIA? 

ANSWER: I DO NOT THINK I WANT TO GO BEYOND WHAT I HAVE 
JUST SAID AS PAR AS WHAT IS HAPPENING IN INDIA 
INTERNALLY. 

QUESTION: DO YOU STILL CONSIDER INDIA AS THE LEADING 
DEMOCRACY IN ASIA? 

ANSWER: I JUST DO NOT THINK IT WOULD BE USEFUL FOR US 
TO GET INTO AN ASSESSMENT OF INDIA. 

QUESTION: HAS INDIA REPLIED TO ANY PROTEST? WHAT HAVE 
THEY SAID? 

ANSWER: I THINK THE INDIAN GOVERNMENT'S POSITION WAS 
THAT THE REPORTER WAS IN VIOLATION OF THE INDIAN 
CENSORSHIP LAW. 

QUESTION: POST PACTO OR RETROGRESSIVELY? 
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ANSWER: I DO NOT KNOW HOW THEY MADE THEIR DETERMINATION 
OP VIOLATION. 

QUESTION: IT'S THE SAME THING. 

QUESTION: IS THIS WHAT YOU GOT FROM THE EMBASSY HERE 
WHEN YOU PROTESTED? DID THEY SAY THAT? 

ANSWER: NO. THIS WAS PROM MY PREVIOUS UNDERSTANDING, 

PROM NEW DELHI'S REPORTING. I DO NOT HAVE ANY REPORT 
ON THE ACCOUNT OP OUR EXCHANGE WITH THE INDIAN EMBASSY 
THIS MORNING. 

QUESTION: HOW DID YOU ACQUAINT THE INDIAN EMBASSY TODAY 
ABOUT THIS? 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


ANSWER: DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY DUBS CALLED THE 
INDIAN MINISTER, MR. GONSALVES. INGERSOLL 
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